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Status 

I )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2aO This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) EI Claim(s) 7, 15 and 19-21 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 19 and 20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 2. 15. 21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 00 The drawing) fled on is/are: a)D accepted or >)□ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be he.d in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 *5(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Exam.ner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nafonal Stage 
aoDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
* See the attacffdS.ed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not rece,ved 
140 Acknowledgment is made of a ciaim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a prov.onal appl.cat.on). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received^ 
ism Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 2, 15 and 21, drawn to a mold, classified in class 425, subclass 363. 

II. Claims 19 and 20, drawn to a composite sheet, classified in class 428, subclass 
34.1. 

2. Inventions II and I are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the apparatus as 
claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the apparatus can be used for 
making a different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and 
materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this case the mold product as claimed can 
be made by another materially different apparatus, in which the mold can be formed by extruding 
liquid material through an extruder. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation between examiner Barbara Musser (1733) and Mrs. 
Carolyn Fisher on February 13, 2003 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute 
the invention of group I, claims 2, 15 and 21. Affirmation of this election must be made by 
applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 19 and 20 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 . 1 42(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 17(i). 

Specification 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the statuses of patent 
applications in the specification need to be updated (cross reference area on page 1, 5, and on 
page 8). 

7. Also, there are two Cross Reference to Related Applications sections in the disclosure 
(page 1 and page 5). Only one section is needed. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

manner in which the invention was made. 



9. 



Claims 2, 15 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Raley (4,155,693). 



w Page 4 

Application/Control Number: 09/897,861 

Art Unit: 1722 

Ra,ey teaches a mold comprising a tooling (20-23) having a first end and a second end 
welded together a. a joining iine ( 20a-23a) forming a cylindrica, sleeve, or a rumen, which has an 
outer patterned surface (20d-c) and an inner surface pressing agains, a cy.indrica. drum (10). 

Ra,ey fails to disclose that the joining iine having a width of about 0.0025 mm to about 
0.2 mm and having a weld penetration of less than about i00% of the tooling thickness. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skiU in the ar, to modify the 
joining line of the cylindrica, sleeve to have different size and weiding penetration depending on 
me size and the material of me tooling, so that the ends of the tooling are secured together during 
them„,dingprccess.,nGardnerv.TEC Systems, Inc., 725 F.2d ,338, 220USPQ777 (Fed. Ci, 
198 4), cert, denied, 469 U.S. S30, 225 USPQ 232 (,984), the Federal Circuit he,d mat, where the 
ordy difference between the prior art and the Cairns was a recitation of relative dimensions of the 
daimed device and a device having the claimed relative dimensions would not perform 
different* than the pnor art device, the claimed device was not patentably distinct from the prior 
art device. 



, 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thn Khanh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305-7167. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661 . 




